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PREFACE, 


E Reader will not vonder at 
15 = bv! my chooſing a ſubject of this 
nature, upon ſuch an un happy 
FINE | and ſad occaſion, which is too 
ue known to need to be ſet out 

in this preface, and has been 


when I ſhall have time for it, if it ſpall be 
found neceſſary to publiſh it to the world. 


printing a Sermon drawn up in ſo much diſtra- 
Gion and burry; as will be ſuppos'd to attend 
my preſent Circumſtances.” That which I offer, 
if the reader will accept it, is, That the miſ- 
repreſentations made of us and our deſign, 
42 : call d 


already in part related, and will be more fully 


AN apology may well be expedted for my 
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call d for the immediate publication of ſome 
thing of this nature; and the hurry would ut 
' bave been the leſs, if I had laid aſide the Ser. 
mon, and written a treatiſe inſtead of it. He- 
ſides, I was perſuaded a ſermon of this nature 
might at this time be very ſeaſonable for otle- 
places as well as this; for the utmo#t confuſion 
mu be unavoidable, if a check be not given 
ta an intemperate zeal, and the Diſſenters 
themſelves abandon their plea for liberty and 
againſt impoſitions, and attempt to ſet up an 
INQUISITION. For my own part, I ſal 
rate this opportunity to declare, That however 
 garneſily I may deſire the continuance of ny 
Miniſtry, if it may be of ſervice; yet I never | 
deſign to purchaſe it at rhe expence of my 
Cbriſtian Liberty. 
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J Cor. , 
1 C IR IS r drowded ? 


AP it been the good will and pleas 
ſure of Cod, I ſhould rather have 
choſen to have been in the obſew-eft 
corner of the whole land. where I 
might Fave reap'd the bleſſed fruits 
A J of peace and concord, than to have 
my lot, as I have this day, in a 


famous In SHR is become the ſcene of ſo much 


ſtrike and contention. This is the more grievous to 
me, becauſe it threatens viſibly that it will not reſt 
here, but will ſpread to the wideſt diſtance. 

D LVIiSIONS I nave always lamented and d ud 


kd, And had it been in my power to have hinder'd 


it, 
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it, I can truly ſay, there ſhould not have been this 
day any ſad occaſton for the melarcholy ſubject I 
have choſen. But nothing comes to paſs without the 
providence of God ; and therefore we are to ſubmit to 
what we ſhould not have choſen. He knows what he 
deſigns, and how to bring about his deſigns in the beſt 
manner ; and therefore when we can't help blaming 
the occation, we ſhould yet, in the way of our duty, 
truſt him with the iſſue, and ſay in the. mean While, 
| Good 1s the will of the Lord. Dp 
DIY Is ION is the thing we now unhappily la- 
ment; and diviſion is the ſubject of the text; where» 
in St. Faul expoſes it by this moving queſtion, Is 
| Chriſt divided? 5 oj | 
| Ir you look back to the 15th verſe of the chapter, 
| you will find, that with great earneſtneſs he there be- 
leeches them to avoid diviſions. * Now I beſeech you 
brethren, ſays he, by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be 90 divi- 
frons among you; but that ye be perfectly join'd together in 
the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. He ſtiles them 
brethren, and in the next verſe he thus beſpeaks them 
all, my brethren, eſteeming them on all ſides as his 
brethren, while they could not eaſily eſteem one ano- 
_ . her as ſuch : and by this he puts them in mind of 
- + "i that love, concord, and unity, there ought to be a- 
PE mong them, who ſtood in ſuch a relation to one ano 
ther, He beſeeches them in the Name of the Lord Je- 
| ſus, whole diſciples they were, and into whoſe name 
| they were baptiz d, deſigning to divert them from 
| glorying, as they did, in the names of men, and to 
fix their regard to that worthy name by which they 
| were called. The ſame thing there ment ion'd can only 
ſignify the doctrine which he had himſelf receiv'd 
of the Lord, and taught them; for he did not expect 
| they ſhonld make any thing elſe the meaſure of their 
agreement in their ſpeech, their mind. or * 
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A x the next verſe he acquaints them with the 4 
reaſon of his ſo particularly wging them, viz. the ac- Ll 
count he had receiv'd of the ſtrife that was riſen a- 
mong them. For, ſays he, it hath been declared unto 
me, my brethren, by them that are of the houſe of Chloe, 
that there are contentions among you. He then declares 
the nature of thoſe contentions which were among them, 

v. 12. Now this T ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of 
Chriſt, &c. I can hardly think he means, that the 
Corinthians were really divided about himſelf, Apollos, 
and Cephas, and that they ſet them up as the heads of 
the ſeveral] parties among them. He ſeems rather ſiu- 
diouſly to avoid naming the particular teachers of the 
church of Corinth, about whom they were divided, 
and to put theſe names in the Read of them, that 
he might give as little offence as poſſible. He ſeems 
thus to explain his account of their diviſions, chap. iv. 

6. And theſe things, brethren, I have in a Figure tranſ- 
terred to my ſelf and Apollos, for your ſakes, that ye 
might learn in us not to think of men, above that which it 
written of them, that no one of you be pufſed up for ove a- 
gainff another. q. d. Your behaviour would be unrea- 

« ſonable, if you were really divided about us: ande 
you may eaſily perceive it is ſo in the preſent caſe. 
Let your particular teachers, whom yon ſet up as 
heads of your ſeveral parties, be what they will; 
« yet they are but men, and you are not to magnity 
them as tho they were more, or to glory in one to 
the depreciating of others. 

St. Paul having ſpecified the nature and kind of their 
diviſſons, v. 12: he proceeds in the the text to expoſtu- 
late with them: Is Cbriſt divided? Where you ſee, 
he would convince them of the evil of their diviſions, 
by the interpretation which it was natural for men to 
make of them. Tis the ready way to ſhame men out 
of any thing, when you can make them ſee that f 
| 310 
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muſt carry an air of abſurtity along with it; for men 
don't uſe to be fond ot that Which they Tee will neceſ- 
ſarily expoſe them By its ablurd confequenccs. 
I HALL ſuit my difcon {6 upon the words to 
the preſent occaſion, and thereiore, 


Soc. 


11 


I. s HALL endeavour to ſhew you the evil of 
d7vi/ions among Chriſtians, by repreſenting to you 
what they ſeem - plainly to imply, according to 

the text, viz. that Chriſt is divided. 


IL I wilt attempt to ſet before you the duty 
of Chriitians with reſpe& to divißons, when they 
at any time happen to ariſe in the Church. 


I. I wit I endeavour to ſhew you the evil of 
diviſans among Chriſtians, by repreſenting to you 
what they ſeem to imply, according to the text, viz, 
that Chrift is divided. 3 A, 
THERE is one thing I wonld here premiſe, that 
we may carry it along with us thro? the whole dif: 
courſe; and that is, That as St. Paul charges this con- 
ſequence upon the diviſions which were among the 
Corintizans, ſo the ſame, conſequence muſt with a 
clearer evidence be chargable upon ſuch diviſions as 
riſe much higher than theirs did, and are certainly 
in their own nature much worſe. Y6u will perceive 
the reaſonableneſs of my afſe+tion, When I ſhall have 
ſet before you the caſe of the Corinthians, and that 
which I would compare with it. The dioifons among 
the Corinthians lay only in their animoſities one a- 
gainſt another, without breaking the communion cf 
the church. They had not proceeded ſo far as a ſcpa- 
rat ion from one another in the worſhip of God. How- 
ever they were pußſed up for one teacher againſt ano- 
ther; and there were among them then, as well as 
after Wards When the ſecond epiſtle was i to 
1 them, 
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them, debates, envyings, wraths, ri fes, backbitings, vbi ſpe- 
rings, ſwellimgs and tumults, 2 Cor. xii, 20. they yet 


join'd together worſhiping God in the ſame place. 
This appears by what St. Paul ſays of them, 1 Cor. XI. 
20, When ye come together therefore into one place, this is 


not to eat the Lords-ſupper. But when the animoſitics 
riſe higher, & the diviſions proceed much farther, and 


chriſtians cannot bear with one another in the worſhip 
of God; when upon their diſfering ſentiments they 


| come to be form'd into ſeparate bodies & ſocieties; this 


muſt be chargeable with all the ſame conſequences that 
the other is. Nay, as the paſſions of men in this caſe 
muſt be more violent and extravagant, on one Side at 
leaſt, if not on both; this muſt be chargeable with 
all theſe conſequences with a conſiderable aggravation, 
Theſe diviſions: are much worſe than the other; and 
therefore the ſtronger & more convincing is the evi, 
dence chriſtians may be expoſtulated with; 1 rift 
divided? SN OY . 

Tur words are read by ſome without an interroga: 
tion; Chriſt is divided. Should we take them ſo, there 
would be no great difference as to the ſenſe: for then 
the apoſtle muſt be underſtood to urge them with the 
invidious conſequence of their diviſions z and the ſame 
muſt be his deſign if the words are read as an cxpoſtu- 


tory interrogation. I ſhall take them as they lie in, 
our own tranſlation ; and the rather becauſe the reſt, of 


the verſe being continued in the ſame form, makes 
this account of the words appear to be the moſt na- 


| tural and eaſy. Is Chriſt divided? Was. Paul crucifie 


for you ? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 


I SHALL take notice of various things, to which this 


queſtion may be underſtood to refer. Whether the a- 
poſtle had only, one, or all of them in his thoughts, tis 
manifeſt that the doing any thing which my be fairly 
interperted to imply, that Chriſt was divided, muſt be 4 
ray meat evi, 5 
3 D L. This 
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3. Tx1s queſtion may be underſtood to relate to the 
religion which Chriſt has inſtituted and appointed. Tis 
no harſh metonymy, to interpret Chriſt ſometimes to ſig- 
nity that religion of which he is the author, I that! 
mention one place which ſeems to be very pertinent, 
2 Cor. 1. 18. 19. Where the apoltle's deſign is to fhew 
that the religion of the bleſſed Jeſns which he taught, 
was not an uncertain and variable thing; and thus he 
expreſſes himfelt : As God is true, our word (i. e. The 
doctrine we preached) toward you was not yea and nay, 
For the Son ot God Jeſus Chriſt, who was preached among 
you by us, even by me and Silvanus, and Timotheus was not 
ea and nay, but in him was yea. Where the Son of God 
71555 Chriſt is ſaid to be what the doctrine concerning 
im was. Je ſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever, and his doctrine is invariably the ſame: whence 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap x111. 8. 9, 
urges them by that conſideration, not to be carried a- 
bont with divers and ſtrange dodrines. 'F 
CHRIST taught the moſt exact and perfect inſtitu- 


tion; and he taught but one. This he fully ſettled; 


and in this all his diſciples and followers are to agree, 
This religion 1s only to be learnt from his word ; nor 


can we with aſſurance and ſafety depend upon any 


thing elſe in our ſearch after it. But when thoſe who 
call themſeves his diſciples and followers, fiercely con- 
tend and quarrel, divide and ſeparate, upon a religious 
account; this looks in the eye of the world, as tho” he 
had not appointed one religion in common for all, but 
there was one inſtitution for one party, and another for 


another. Alas! how commonly 1s this ſo taken a- 


mong our ſelves? How common is it for men to rec- 


| Kon thoſe who differ from them in modes and forms, 


and little punctilio's, as men of a different religion 
And mult not that conduct of Chriſtians be manifeſtly 


injurious to their bleſſed Lord, which gives great oc- 


caſion to the world to make ſuch reflections? Mult 
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* 105 oY g ) % 11S W1KGOM 7 What muir the 
wry WOT 4 nk, but that either he did not know What he 
IA deſign appoint, or how to exprets it? Why elle 
2 761 ollowers ſcem to be of different religions, 
gu, i * proteſs d his deſign of appointing only one ? 
1 7 5 uy f N T7 be unde! ſtool to refer to 
A or. 
na). another, they muſt be thou i 4% er engl 
ce q 1 ey e thought to have oppoſite in- 
1 oy a in view. and to be drivin g on difierent deſigns, 
Gn 1505 90 to 1 very weak in not diſcerning the unrea- 
Hine | wa My 8 ot their being diſpleaſed with one another, 
7G * they have. all one and the ſame deſign 
Hy at heart. And when chrifttans quarrel and divide, 
U, | vo, not their behaviour ſcem plainly to imply 
10. the ame thing? And ſince they all profeſs to act un- 
det the qirection of Chriſt, and to be purſuing the in- 
hom, n to them, dos not this look 
ted. Fs tho Chriſc were divided, and thzt he had as many 
* ſatinct intereſts to be purſued, as there were parties 
5 ** chriſtiaus? But how unaccountable mult it 
ip de for men who profeſs the ſame religion (as all do 
| Fut profeſs themſelves of the chriſtian religion, which 
e Wi) but one) and who proteſs to walk by th 1 SIR 
con- Wh unaccountabl T7 it e e 
Eine WAR CC n A 854 ay, muſt it be for them to be 
ho' he and ln Nich all 8 ach 15 Fe ae 
, but e 5 1 0 good chriſtians certainly are 
r ould one wou think, ſo far influence them 
3 ! 4 ; as to make them bear with one another's dit- 
1 wa entiments concerning inferior mattcrs. And 
. He ; 15 much as tho they were not agreed 1n their 
gion Wo 5 eſign, when they treat one another with outra- 
Feli es atred and fury. 8 
bb Wears tht, the church of Chrilt as his kingdom; 
Mutt 98 ad and melancholy reflection upon it do theſe. 
: 556 carry in them, as tho' it were not well or- 
rd? Our Saviour has told us; That every kingdom 
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divided againſt ſel is brought to deſolation : and every 
city or houſe divided againſt itſelf Pall not ſtand. Matth. 
XII. 25. And is this both dithonourable and pernici- 
bus to any kingdom; and muſt it not be ſo to the 


— 


| aac far Chrilt > Nay, and will it not be too natu- | 


ral and eaſy for men to carry their reflections farther, 
making them fall upon Chriſt, the founder of this 
ingdom? It we are his ſubjects, and a notion is to 
be torm'd of his kingdom from us; how diſagreeable 
n one mult men entertain of him? For what mutt 
they think of kim, if they imagine it to have becn 
his deſigu to ſet up ſuch a kingdom, wherein his ſul, 
Jets ſhould purſue oppoſite intereſts, hate, and per. 
lecute, and devour one another? 
3. Tx 18 queſtion may be underſtood to relate to 
the church of Chriſt conſider'd as his body : and fo when 
the apoltle aſks, Is Chriſt divided? it will be as tio 
he had ſaid ; Has Chriſt then more bodies than onc 
Has he chang d his firſt reſolution of having only one 
body? The name Chriſt is ſometimes put to ligni- 
fy Chriſt and his church together, as making one 
body. Thus, 1 Cor. xii. 12. For as the body is ont, 
and bath many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body; ſo alſo is Chrili 
Fal, iii. 16, Now to Abraham and bis ſeed were the pro 
witſes made. He ſaith not, And to ſeeds, as of mar); 
But as of one, And to thy ſe(d, which is Chriſt. 
'*?*T1s evident our Saviour earneſtly deſir'd and re. 
commended the cloſeſt union among his diſciples, 
This we may learn from many of his diſcourſes, an 
from his prayer before he left the world, Fob xvii. 
Twas his will that his body ſhould be one, even as he 
intended that one ſpirit ſhould animate all the mem- 
ers of it. There is one body, and one Spirit, even a. 
ye are called in one hope of your calling. Eph. iv. 4. Now 
hen chriftians are divided, and efpecially when 
the 7 ſeparate from one another, and diſclaim 5 0 
« F 5 N " . * R * t er! 
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ther's communzon; how do's this look as tho” they 
were not one bouy? Tis true this is not really the 


caſe : chriſtians, while they diſagree and ſeparate, 
may yet all belong to the one body of Chriſt; but ſtill 
this is What ſuch diviſions feem to declare. And. 
ſhould it not be very diſagrecable to them, to do ww 


thing. that may bring ſuch a reproach upon the churc 
of Chriſt ? | 


Lov is one chief band whereby the R of 
Chrift ſhould be cloſely united and join'd together; 


but when this is diſſolvd, and inſtcad of love there is 


variance and hatred, ſtrite and content ion, and even a 
ſhunning one another; how unlike do we appear to 
the character we {hould bear as chriſtlans? and kw 


little do we reſemble the diſciples of Chriſt, whom he 


would have all men know by their havii.g love one to 
another? Job. X11. 35. Certainly there muſt fome- 
where be a very great fault, when chriſtiaus do ſo 
much as ſeem to be 1orm'd into oppoſite bodies; ſince 
Chriſt intended that all his followers ſhould be ſo ſtrict- 

4. WE may ſuppoſe this quciizon to relate to 
Chriſt as the bead of the church; and ſo diviſions car- 


ry in them a reflection, as tho? Chriſt were divided, as 


tho' there were more Chriſts, that is, more heads of the 
church, than one. This, perhaps, may, with as much 
reaſon as any thing I have mention'd, be ſuppoſed to 
have been chiefly aim'd at by St. Paul in theſe words. 
Chriſt is the only ſaviour and head of the church. He 
has in all things the prebeminence, as it has pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 18, 19. 
One is our maſter, even Chriſt, Matth. xxiii. 10. To 
him, and to him only, are we bound to adhere. But 
for men to divide from thoſe who are the diſciples ok. 
this our common Lord, to ſet up others as the heads 
of their ſeveral parties, to profeſs a ſtrict adherence to 
them, to take up with their diQates, rules, and dire- 
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Qions, without examming whether there is good evi- 
dence ot their being agreeable to the mind ot Chriſt, 
is really no better than the making ſo many Chr iſts ot 


them. For he that pays that regard to any man, or 


* 


body of men, which is due to Chriſt only, in effect 


makes a Chriſt of that man, or body of men. And if 
you do but allow men to be the authoritative interpre- 
ters of that declaration which Chriſt has left us of his 
will, fo as that their deciſions and determinations ſhall 
bind your conſciences, and you ſhall be obliged to 
ſubſcribe or agree with them , this is ſtill the ſame 
thing; for *tis very eaſy for an authoritative interpre, 
ter to confound and make what he will of the text; 
as we ſee the Papiſts do at this day, who are the only 
men that openly avow the claim, and are conſiſtent 
with themſelves in it, as they pretend to an infallibi- 
lity, withont which an authoritative interpreter is a 
great abſurdity. 


ly maſter, teacher and lord, how contrary muſt they 
act to their obligations to him, when they ſet up o- 
thers in his ſtead, and transforms to themſelves his 
miniſters and fervants into ſo many infallible teachers 
and lords of their faith, that is, into fo many Chriſts ? 
ITMA *tis not unreaſonable to underſtand the a- 

poſtle in this ſenſe, may appear by what follows im- 
mediately in this verſe : Is Chriſt divided? Vas Paul 
crucified for you © or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 
q. d. How abſurd would it be for yon to ſet me np, 
as the head of a party among you? Am 1 become 
your ſaviour, or your maſter? What have J donc, 


that ever my name ſhould be thought worthy” to be 


a 


mention d in ſuch a W ? Was Þ cver crucified for 
yon; as Chrift was? Were you not baptiz'd into the 
name of Chriſt ; and ſo made the diſciples of Chriſt, 


e 


reaſdn can there be why yon ſhould denominate 
417 | | 5 - your 


Now as chriſtiahs are ſabje& to Chriſt as their on · 


the great infallible teacher of his church? What 
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© your ſelves from me? Were you ever baptiz'd into 
my name, as tho' you were my diſciples, bound 
* to receive any thing merely as deliver'd by me, 


* without ſame evidence of my having receiv'd it firſt 


ot the Lord? Can yau imagine, that I will bear to 
* ſtand in competition with him, as I muſt if I would 
« ſet up an authority of my own, and become the 
head of a faction among you ? 15 

Ts derogatory, my brethren, to the honour of 
our great Lord, tor you to make any men upon earth 
the lords of your faith, or the rule of your obedience. 
Chriſt alone are you to hear, and his voice only are 
you to obey : but if you have an implicit faith in a- 
ny man, or pay a blind obedience to him, glorying 


in your being his followers, without uſing your own 


underſtandings in ſearching after his will, you do in 


effect ſet up another Chriſt, and declare tha Chriſt is 


divided. I have now done with the firſt general head 
of my diſcourſe, and ſhall proceed, 


II. To ſet before you the duty of Chriſtians with 
reſpect to diviſions, when they at any time unhappi- 
ly ariſe in the church. And the advice I ſhall offer 
you in this caſe, 1s what I can with pleature recom- 
mend ; for I know a very great ſatisfaction muſt at- 
tend the following it. 


I. BEWARE of placing religion where Chriſt him. 
| {elf has not placed any. There is nothing more de- 
ſtructive of the peace of the church than the neg- 
lecting this. When, without clear evidence from the 


hoh ſcriptures, men will ſuppoſe a thing to be abſo- 


| lutely neceſſary; they will be very apt to think, and 
| {peak hardly, of thoſe who will not, as ſlightly. and 
| careleſhy as themſelves, take matters upon truſt, but 
| 1n{ift upon clear proof. And if mens zeal is once kin- 
| led, the weakneſs and defectiveneſs of their evidence 
will ſerve many times only to inrage and infiame them. 
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16 The Evil and Cure 
We onght always to read the fcriptures with an unhi- 
aſſed mind, witha deſign bf being inſtructed and taught 
by them, and with a reſolution never to lay any grea- 
ter ſtreſs upon matters than we find they plainly do. 
And what peace and quiet might the church of God in- 
Joy, did ſuch a diſpoſition prevail! 
2. In difficult and conteſted points, be not too eager 
to impoſe and obtrude upon others your own perſua- 
Hon ; but be as ready to bear with others in their dif— 
fering from you, as you would have them to be to bear 
with you in your differing from them. There are ſome 
things which are in themſelves abſtruſe and difficult; 
& there are others which, tho they are not ſo in them- 
ſelves, have been made ſo by the ſubtilty of artſul men; 
and tis hardly to be expected, that chriſtians ſhould 
be Pewag agreed about either of theſe. We find 
there was not a perfect agreement in the ſentiments of 
chriſtians, in the days of the apoſtles. There were 
ſome then who would of their own heads deviſe funda- 
mentals, Except ye be circumcis d, {aid they, after the 
manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. Ads xv. 1. Nor can 
it be any juſt matter of wonder, if there be a diverſity 
of ſentiments, now the 1afallible inſpirat ion of the Spi- 
Tit is ceaſed, Certainly the advice which the apoſtles 
gave then, cannot be unſuitable for chriſtians now. Why 
mould it not be now as proper as then, for them vith 
all lowlmeſs and meekneſs, with long-ſufferivg to forbear one 
another in love; and fo to endeavotir to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace? Eph. 2. 3. Why is not that 
rule good now ; Haſt thon' faith? Have it to thy ſelf le. 
fore God? Rom. x iv. 21. Why may not every man, in 
diſputable matters, be ſufferd to injoy his own perſua- 
ſion, without moleftation and diſturbande? Thou art 
perſuaded the truth lies on one ſide, and thy perſuaſion 
follows upon the beſt uſe thou art able to make of thy 
underſtanding :! reſt then contented, and be not grie- 
ved at they fellow chriſtian, who tho he has _— the 
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ſame courſe, happens to be oba contrary perſitaſic n- 


and verily. thinks the truth lies on'the other ſidle: 
Where Chriſt bas laid a ſtreſs, we may ſafely too; for 
need we ſeruple earneſtly to inſiſt upon tHe belic!. of 
any doctrine, or the [performance ot ary duty, Wich 
the ſeripture has made neccſſary. But in other thn'f's! 
am eſpecially thoſe we want clear conceptions © dur 


ſelves; modeſty. and caut ion will beſt beconie ws! We 
are men, and therefore liable to miſtake as well as U. 
thers: our confidence of our being able to anſwer A1. 


the objections that can be urged againſt our pit inn; 
may be really owing to our n gnorance, and our 
being unacquainted with the one halt of them. 
.  NoTHING is more offenſive, and contrary to the 
rules of converſation, than for perſons to force others 


- oy 


to hear ſuch diſcourſe as:1s diſtaſtfiil and difagreeable; 
Nor is the doing ſo likely to anſwer a good end; tgr 
men are much miſtaken, if they imagine that 1s rot 
a more likely way to beget and ſtrengthen payudices 
againſt them, than to ꝓrocure regard, or work a c 
viction. } {17 497 men 0404); . 25 4 815 E 435, 

TRERE are two things Which I think chriſtians of 
all parties cannot be too much caution'd againſt; the 
one, is the contenting themſelves with the bare Sit- 


ward form of religion without the life and power gf 


it; and the other is what I have been ſpeaking ot, an 
unpoſing  perſecnting ſpirit. The former of theſe 
will not be more deſtructive of a mans oon ſoul, than 
the latter will be of the peace of the church, and the 
quiet of the world. And this we have reaſon to guard 


zgainft,- becauſe there is in men generally, at lealt, it 


not univerſally, a ſtrong inclination to it. I have 
thought and ſpoke very hardly of mens tyranhicalh- 


uvading the juſt rights and liberties of their neigb? 
bours ; and I am ftill of the ſame mind as to the thin 


itſelf, that nothing deſerves'a ſeverer cenſure. Nut 
a humane nature works o 
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1 ſtrongly this way, and I perceive ſo much of the ſame 
ſpirit in thoſe whom I cannot but reſpect and value 


as very excellent and good men; that tho? T alter not 


92 notion of the thing it ſelf, I ſhall always be mil. 


er in my cenſuxes of the men whom I can't but charge 


with it: and the obſervation I have made how natu- 
ral it is to men to abuſe power, fixes me in this judg- 
ment; that tis the wiſdom, and for the happineſs, 


of any government, never to give any one ſet of men 
a power to tyrannize oyer another; for I verily be- 
lieve we cant anſwer for any men, that when they 


have ſuch a power, they will not uſe it. 


3. THAT you. may be clear ot promoting diviſions, 


give no incouragement to evil reports. / here no wood 
us, there the fire goeth out : ſo where there is uo tale · hearer 
the ſtrife ceaſeth. But the words of a tale-bearer are as 


wounds, and they go down to the innermoſt parts of the bel- 
Vs Prov. xXVIi. 20, 22. There is nothing more de- 
ſtructive to peace than ſuch kind of men; and if we 
will indulge our ſelves in their practice, we muſt cer- 
tainly be chargeable in ſome meaſure with the diviſi- 
ons that are the tonſequences. Common fame is a ve- 
ry uncertain foundation for men to reſt on, in ſprea- 
ding reports to their neighbour's diſadvantage : but 
let the reports be ever ſo true, the ſpreading of 
them many times only tends to exaſperate and 
Fir up ſtrife, whereas the avoiding the practice our 


| ſelves, and the diſcouraging it in others, is the way 


to promote peace. Had we been ſo happy as to have 
more generally taken this courſe, our preſent diviſi 
ons could never have rifen to that height they have. 


4. BE ſure to love all good men, let them differ 


ever ſo much from you. This is the ready way to 
preſerve our innocence; for men will be very back- 
ward to quarrel with, or divide from, thoſe whom the) 
fincerely love and honour. And doubtleſs we are ob- 
liged to love all thoſe who love our lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in ſincerity, and evidence it by their walking we 
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ding to the rule of the goſpel. Whatever mens ſenti · 
ments may be concerning ſome ſpeculative and con- 
troverted points, or concerning modes of worſhip ; yet 
true piety and goodneſs are always to be priged and 
yalued. A good man under any denominat ion ſhould 
be cordially loved; for as he that fears God and works © 
righteouſneſs in every nation, and every party, is accepted 
of God, 10 there can be no juſt reaſon why he ſhould 
not be approved of men. e BY 

5, Bewail the diviſions which *tis not in your power 
to prevent. This I hope we all unteignedly do. Iam 
ſure nothing is more grievous to me than to ſee what 

Ido this day; which ſhould never have been, cculd I 

have hinder'd it. But we can be anſwerable only tor 

our ſelves, and if others will ſeparate us from their 
company, if our brethren will caſt ns off, as that is the 
calez we muſt ſubmit, but our ſubmiſſion ought to 
be attended with great grief and trouble. Diviſions 
are ſo diſhonourable and fatal to religion, that no 
chriſtian ſhould ever behold them, and much leſs 
ſhould be ar party, tho“ an innocent one, in them, 
without a wounded ſpirit and an aking heart. 
6, WHEN diviſions unhappily ariſe, do all that is 
conſiſtent with truth and your allegiance to Chriſt, in 
order to heal them. As they are ſo evil in themſelves, 
and the ſight of them ovght to be moſt afflictive, ſo 

nothing ſhould be more plc aſing to us, than to have a 

hand in making them up. Bleſſed are the peace- makers. 

Matth. v. 9. Happy is the man who can be a means 

of compoſing differences among neighbours, and in 

pate families; but much more happy is he who 
contributes to the repairing the breaches made in the 
church. We muſt never ſacrifice truth, nor acknove- 

ldge any beſide our Saviour to have an authority o- 

ver our conſciences in matters of religion. Whenever 

men will break in upon either of theſe, or ſet up any 
ither ſtandard in religion than the revelation our great 
1 ö 
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maſfer has left; ug, we muſt be true to him, let who 


eic-, or hom embracivg any, I will not ſay reafon- 
Ale, but even toſerable offers. There is no breach 
In the church of God, Which I would not gladly make 


Epe parting with any thing but a good con ſvience. 
5 A; © 


* the exemplarineſs ot your couverſation con. 
vince thoſe who have caſt you off, that they have 
Veen miitaken concerning vou. I do not ſpeak c 
of the body of the people; for this is, I thank Cod, 
he act ot a very few; and many have been ſilent and 
paliuve in it: but 1 ſpeak with relation to thoſe fc, 
Whom tho' we can commend neither the juſtice nor 
the righteouſneſs of their proceedings, we have rea- 
85 ty eſteem as good men and tellow-chriſtians. You 
ze zealous to aſſert and maintain your liberty; you 
go well; tis too valuable a thing to be eafily and 
tamely abandon'd : but abuſe not liberty itſelf. Let 
your light therefore ſhine brightly before men; tor unleſs 
Jou at circumſpect and cantious im your whole con- 
yeilation you will ſtrengthen the prejudices of ſuch 
53 are diſpleaſed with you, and give a great deal of 
Act to their hard ſpeeches concerning you. 
© PEAK as ſoftly and tenderly of thoſe wiv 


Jave made this [ad breach, as your own neceſſary vin 


g1cti0l will allow; and by a mild, meek, and gen- 
tle carriage labour to overcome and ſoften ſuch as are 
angry with youu. What a noble example has our 8. 


viour {-t us of ſuch a carriage? and ſince we prolels 


gu ; {elves his diſciples, let us labour to follow it. 
Lis indeed very juſt and reaſonable, that ſuch as 1 
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of Di viſions, &c: 21 
injur d and reproach'd ſliould have the liberty of al- 
fert ing their innocence, and ſhewing where the fault 
truly lies. But notwithſtanding this, our feligion 
ſhould teach ns not to give way to paſſionate reſent- 
ments againſt them whom we ought ſtill to own as our 
brethren, however in this matter they have carried it 
like adveiiaries. By meekneſs and patience you ma 
work upon them, which you are never like to do by 
the coutrary courſe, You know you are requir'd to 
 bve your enemies; and much more ought you to love 

your friends ; and ſuch after all you muſt take them 
to be, relieving they are not really enemies to you, 
but only to ſmewhat they fancy to be amiſs in you. 
We haye a noble rule, my brethren, let us then er- 
deavour to live up fo it: Let us not render evil for e- 
vil; let us not be overcome of. evil, but overcome evil 
with good; let ns behave our ſelves, as we have now e- 
ſpecially great reaſon, with, the utmoſt, moderation, 
that we may be as able to account for dur conduct in 
the apoſtle's words, as I am ſure we are for dur pre- 
fent circumſtances: Being reviled, we bleſs - leg fer- 
ſecuted, we ſnffer it : being defamed, we intreat. 1 Cor, 
W. 12. 13. Nor can the word defamed be counted 106 
harſh for our caſe, who are made as the filth of the world, 
and the of, ſcouying of all things. Whether {ſuch a mo- 
derate and peaceable behaviour Jhall have the defir'd 
effect, to reſtore peace among us, God only knows: 
but this I am very ſure of, that *twill keep the heart 
in the beſt temper for the worſhip of God, yield the 
Teateſt eaſe and ſatisfaction to the mind, and be moſt 
acceptable in the ſight of God. r 
9. LET no diviſions incline you to be unconcern'd 
for the main intereft, in which all chriſtians muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be agreed; but keep that ſtill at heart. What- 
ever courſe men take, yet ſo far as we ſee them make 
it their endeavour to preach Chriſt's goſpel, and pro- 
pagate his religion in the World, let us ſhew 1 | 
7... de ts o 
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pleas d, and heartily with them ſucceſs, and make it 
dur fervent prayer, that God would turn even this to 
the furtherance of the goſpel. God over-ruled St. 
Pan's troubles, aud made them ſerve ſuch an end, as 
he tells us in his epiſtle to the Philippians ; where he 
ſpeaks alſo of ſemewhat, fo very, like to our preſent 
caſe, and has ſet ns ſuch a noble example of the dit- 
poſition I am now recommending, that I cannot but 
de ſire you to take ſpecial notice of it. PVil. i. 12. But 
I wonld ye ſhould underſtand, brethren, that the things 
which happen d unto me, have fallen out rather unto the 
iurtherance of the gaſpel: ſo that my bonds in Chriſt are 
zarifr fi in the palace, and in all othe places; and many of 
the brethren in the Lbrd waxing confident by my bonds, are 
muh more hold to ſpeak the word without jear. Some in- 
decd preach Chriſt even of envy aud ſtrife; and ſome alſo 
of good-will. The one preach Chriſt of contention not 
incerely, ſuppoſing to add atfliction to my bonds : but the 
other of love, knowing that'T am ſet for the defence of the 
gaſpel. What then ? notwithſtanding every way, whetber 
in pretence or in truth, Chriſt ir preach d; and I there- 
in dv rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. And therefore 
10. WHEN yon have a good confcience in having 
done your duty, and endeavour'd to prevent diviſions, 
be not diſcouraged, if they prove unavoidable. It 
men reject and forſake you, yet you are not alone, if 
the Father is with you. Nor are you ſingular in the 
treatment you meet with. In like manner were the 
prophets and apoſtles uſed before you. Never were 
men more ſtudious of peace than the apoſtles, who yet 
were not able to live peaceably with all; they were 
not only perſecuted by the Gentiles, but by the Fews, 
to whom they paid à particular reſpect, and with 
trhom they endeavour'd to maintain a communion in 
their werlhip. There is nothing therefore now befalls 
us but What has been common to chriſtians, in the 
beſt times of the church. Nay we are expreſly r 
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by Chriſt to expect ſuch uſage; and he has provided 


comfort for his people under it. Luke vi. 22. Bleſſes 


are ye when men hall hate you, and ſcparate you from 


their coinpany, and ſhalt reproach you, aud caſt out your 


name as evil for the ſon of man's ſake. Rejoice ye in 


that day, and leap for joy : for, bebold, your reward is 
great in heaven: for in like manner did their fathers unto 
the prophets. Labour to give no occaſion; but it oc- 
caſion be taken where tis not given, and ye are re- 
proach'd for the name of Chriſt (becauſe you ſtand np 
For ae and authority) count your {elves 
bappy; for t 


13, 15. Let me add one text more as well ſuited to 
your preſent circumſtances; Tfz. Ixvi. 5. Hear the word 
of the Lord, ye that tremble at his word; your brethren 
that hated you, that caſt you out for my name's fake, 
ſaid, Let the Lord be glorificd : but he ſhall appear to your 
ov. | 
Heuer not the unſucceſstulneſs of your endeavours 
diſcourage you from eee things that make 
for peace; and if you cannot have peace With others, 
take care to preſerve it among your ſelves. Take heed 
of any thing that has the leuſt tendency to beget jea- 
hbuſies & animoſities; for behold (and indeed you have, 
ſeen it) how great a matter a little fire łiudleth. Jam. iii. 5. 


IcAN'r but mention for your incuragement one 
advantage which I am apt to expect from our preſent 


caſe; and that is that the ſpirit of 1mpolition and per- 


ſecution will hereby be render'd more odious. Tis. 


much eaſier to perceive the evil of {ach a ſpirit in o- 


| thers, than in our ſelves. We have ſeen aud condemmd 


7 


| ky others, who we hope will take this opportunity to 


ſerve what it is in thoſe who differ from them. And 


| if onr patient ſuffering ſhall help forward ſuch a c. 
viction, the ſatisfaction we ſhall have in being to ſer- 


vletable 
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e ſpirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you, 
Aud i any ff. a chriſtian, let him not be aſha- 
med; but let him glorify God on this bebalf. 1 Pet. iv. 
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viceable to mankind, will be an abundant recompence 


to us eden in this world. | 

I Mus r add ſome thing here, with reference to the fo 
reproaches Which with great zeal and liberality are caſt ly 
u pon us. You ſee how indaltrious ſome men are to fix H 
a pame upon us, becauſe tis counted odious. Arias it OT 
ſeems we. mult be, for this reaſon, becauſe they will 1 ſe 
have it ſo; And yet if 1 may uſe St. Paul's reaſouineg,} du 
believe there's not one ſoul among us, that ever ima- th 
ind Arius was crucified for us. We know not why WM © 
| they ſhould queſtion our. veracity, When we aſſure of 
dk. tacem,we were no more baptiz'd into the Name of Aris, ab 
than they were into that of Sabellins, Paulus Samo ſatexus ſe 
or Hobbes I mention not this with the leaſt de ſign, Pl 
| or deſire, to have any odious name fix'd upon them. to 
| No; I like much better. that they, and we allo, if we m 
| may have their ſſufferance and permiſſion, may have * 
„ no other name fix d upon us than that which is our ſo 
: common glory. Would to God that one name which th 
f was firſt given to the diſciples at Antioch, might alone C 

$4 be heard among us, and make all the odious names of 
= diſtin&ion to be quite loſt and forgotten. I know 15 or 
s what ſatisfaction they have at preſent in their uſage of an 
.% us: but I can't think they will find much cauſe to ap- W 
* Pflaud themſelves for it, when they come ſedately to ch 
| compare 1t with St. Paul's diſcourſe to the Cormthiaus, 1 
I am miſtaken, if he that condemned them for ſaying, bi 
T am of Ful, and T of Apollos, and I of Cephas, can W 
be thought to have approv'd of their twitting and re. fa 
proaching one another, Tow are of Paul, and you are © to 


Apollos, and you of Cephes. *Tis natural to ſuppoſe. 
there was ſome what of this nature among them; they 
could not any of them eaſily glory, as they did, in one 
of their teachers, withont reproaching their fellou 
chriſtians for their adherence to others; and this I 
think he. plainly enongh hints and condemns, in his 
expreſſion of their being puFed np for one agair ſt 1 
ND 


A * * q 
+ 3 : 
WM. 
—- 
: — 
r 0 
g 
. 


ws of Div: ſions, &c. 28 


Os EY 


AND why ſhould we, I pray, be denominated ft cn 
Arius? Did we cver profels any pa: ticnlar venerat ion 
tor him? Do we pretend, nay do we nut moſt puſttive- 


ly deny, that we have received our ophion rem hin:? 
How otten have we deny'd our belief of the diftir Give 


opinion of AW ius? Is there any one aſſertion of the 
ſcriptures that we ſtick at? If there be, let it be pro- 
duced, and the world will ſoon Fave a ſatisfaction. tr 
they will charge us with holding any opiricys, be- 
cauſe they fancy them to be the genuine conſequences 
of what we do hold; let them remember we are cha ge- 
able with no other conſequences, than ſuch as we cur 
ſelves acknowledge to be genuine. If they are di! 
pleas'd with us, becauſe we will not declare cur aſient 
to the teſts which they propoſe, in their cwa, and not 
in ſcripture words; we hope tis fome cxcuſe, that tl 
we ſcruple their authority, yet the reaſon why we do 
ſo, is, becauſe we, in cur poor juègements, appre! end 


the owning it would be derogatory to the authority of 


Chriſt. 
Ix ſhort we glory not in men, ancient or modern, 
or in any other name but that of Chriſt : his diſciples, 


and his alone, we pretend to be. We neither do, nor 


will call any man upon earth maſter. Plain undiſguiſed 
chriſtianity, as 't is contain'd in the ſcriptures, is the 
religion we profeſs. We ſet up in oppoſit ion to none, 
but are ready to receive all good chriſtians, and j, 11 
with all fo far as their worthip is agrecable to the 
facred rule; and according to that alone do we deſire 
to order our m , li. 


IT has been artfully ir ſinuated, that our deſign is 


here to preach upon ſpeculative points, and to teach a 


new doctrine, and a new religion ; than which nothing 


is farther from our intention. You cant but knew, 
that *twas never my cn{tov among you, to entertain 
my anditors with ahſtruſe matters of ſpeculatiom of 


any kind; and 'twas a more than ordinary importuy. je, 


3 that 
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7 that prevail'd with me twice only to treat ot Inch. 


jndging for himfelt, or choofing for himſelf that wor- 


£500 correſpondence with all ſericus chriſtians. Ard 
as wo can never think ſich will he offended with a v 1 
thip ordered according to the ſcriptures, fo weſtiall A. 

Ways rej)yce in their conenrence, however they nu, 


joy that I have had, in what has been lately done in 
the nation. I mean the happy ſtep that was taken to- 
| Wa arde the making peace,fand the opening a way fr 
: (hriſtims with more ſatistaction to unite. I could 
never be pleaſed, that there ſhould be a wall of ſepera. 
198 between brethren, and was heart ily glad to ſce 


- yas in hope this would be a good introduction to con. 
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A nd 1 have much ſatisfaction in looking back upou the 
general courſe gf my preaching, Which has been de- 
jign d to explain the holy ſcripturcs, and inculcate 
he duties and virtues of the chriſtian life; nor can I ſee 
reaſon for making any alteration in that! ref pect. And 
theretore as we dreaded the diviſion before it was made, 
and were very willing to have gone on in the way in 
which we were; ſo we protels we have no intention to 
alter our pregching, now the diviſion is made, ſuppo- 
ling that it ſhould never bc healed. I declare, Het. 
not up in oppaſt tion to any opinjon, or any men who 
90 not invade my chriſt jan liberty, nor to teach any 
other religion than that which was from the beginning, 
and which I have taught all along from my firlt c- 
ming, when my endeavours were moſt acceptable. 
We are far from envying any man his liberty of | 


hip which he eſteems to be moſt agreeable to tlie 
chriitian rule; and molt gladly will we cultarate a 


in hice ſpecnlations, or doubtful ee differ 


{rom us, er {rom ohe ànother. 


IcAx x OT upon this occaſion forbcar expr efling tie 


o conlierable a part of it taken dcwn, 28 I always 
eſteemed the act againit occafanal corformity to be. 


TELE but ! {am Lorry to lind any WO long'd to * that 
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down, ſo very early begining to, ſet up another in the 
room of 1t. 

May the God of peace and love, who has not left 
it in our power to prevent this ſeparation ; but has 
by his providence made us the firſt example of it, 
which is like, I fear, ſoon to be followed with more; 
may he, I ſay, make us a noble example of peace, 
that in ns the world may fee how poſſible, how eaſy, 
and how amiable it is, for chriſtians of various deno- 
minations to forget thoſe ny diſtinctions, and to 


bear with one another in little Mutters, that from our 
example they may learn, if 1t be the will of God, 
to bold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Aukx. 
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